THE    FINEST    PROFESSION

the Bench, having raised the position of Chief Magistrate
to a very high standard. Unlike his son he was a slim
man and with his white curly hair and good looks bore
striking resemblance to the late Lord Asquith. But before
his death in his sixty-seventh year, he became the object
of threats from militant suffragettes, who went so far as
to attempt to throw him over Beachy Head and sent him
a bomb disguised as a cigar-box. For the last months of
his life, indeed, he was always followed by two detectives.

The cycle-racing made Curtis-Bennett a minor hero,
for it was a sport then more popular at the Universities,
and earned a half-blue. After winning the University
5o-mile championship from scratch, the mile and the
5-mile race, and beating a track record at Sheen and a
tandem record at the Crystal Palace, he gained his Blue
in July, 1900, and was acclaimed in the national press as
a " new crack who might revive the glories of University
racing,"

In 1901 he was in the Association Football trials, but
failed to get into the Cambridge Team. And in 1902
he was captain of Cambridge University Cycling Club,
rode in all the big meetings at Norwich, the Crystal Palace,
Manchester and Sheen, and won the four-miles race in
the inter-Varsity sports. The footlights provided another
interest, but both amateur dramatics and the race-track
were soon to be forgotten. His diaries show a frequent
attendance at the Cambridge Assizes, and when he spent
his vacations at Lexham Gardens with his parents, he
records a diligent attendance at the Old Bailey, at the
chambers of Mr. Arthur Hutton, for whom he was to
" devil," and at his father's Court, Less serious were
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